
Weekly Message from the Principal,   
Mary Ann McQueen 
 

   December  18, 2013 
 

   
NO HOMEWORK CLUB or SPANISH CLUB ON THURSDAY OR FRIDAY OF THIS WEEK  

(DECEMBER 19-20, 2013) 
  
On behalf of the entire faculty and staff of St. Mark School I would like to wish each and every one 
of you a Merry Christmas! 
Your generosity with the “Teacher’s Purse” is very much appreciated!  Actually, it’s awesome! 
  
TECHNOLOGY UPDATE: 
Over the past few weeks our school psychologist, Lauren Jackson and Director of Ed. Tech, Heidi 
Villaluz have been busy working with the students in grades 2 through 8 to develop a better 
understanding of digital security and the importance of making good choices while on the internet.  
Working in individual classrooms they have undertaken significant dialogue with the students about 
the implications of cyber citizenship in their lives.  This is a vital part of a student’s education at St. 
Mark School.  Please ask your children about it. 
  
A MESSAGE OF GRATITUDE AND A REQUEST FOR PARTICIPATION: 
Thank you so much to all of the families who have participated in the “Annual Fund” to date.  50% of 
school families have participated so far and we are close to our goal but are still hoping for 100% 
participation, overall.   To date we have raised  $50,000.  Wow!  The faculty participation level is 
currently at 67%, school board 100%.  Parents, meet the challenge set by the faculty and the school 
board! 
If you were unable to attend the “State of the School” meeting you can view the entire program by 
going to this link: 
https://vimeo.com/79271889.  The password for the video of the evening’s program is smsvenice.  
We hope you will take the time to review the program as it makes a case for the annual fund and 
the need for your participation! 
  
E-Waste Drive Results 
Thank you to everyone that participated in our November e-waste drive.  The SMS community 
recycled 1,445 pounds of e-waste, reducing toxic waste and educating our children about how to 
responsibly use and dispose of our technology.  Recycle International made a monetary donation to 
the school and also gave us 5 flat panel monitors and 10 USB keyboards and mice.  We will be holding 
another drive in the spring, so please hold on to any technology you plan on discarding, especially 
after opening Christmas gifts.   
  
LOST AND FOUND:  All lost and found items will be turned over to the used uniform closet at the end 
of the week.  Currently, lost and found items are on a table in the main hallway.  Please claim lost 
items as soon as possible. 
  
 
 
 

https://vimeo.com/79271889


GRANDPARENT/SPECIAL FRIEND DAY FRIDAY, JANUARY 31, 2014 
We are very much looking forward to Grandparents/Special Friends Day which will take place on 
Friday, January 31, 2014.  Please go to the link 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1JsOAN6IQFgx2ck9hznKlOMxzGjAW_LP6qtlvekGy6l8/viewform 
to provide the contact information for the grandparents or special friend that you would like included 
in this event.  We want to be sure to reach out in a timely fashion to the invitees and need the 
information that only you can provide to accomplish this.  Don’t delay, send it today!  Deadline:  
Friday, December 20, 2013 
  
ADMISSION TO ST. MARK SCHOOL – Deadline to apply was Friday, December 13, 2013! 
Important Message to Parents who have younger or other children who may be applying to SMS: 
We are receiving applications for next year and need to know which current families will be 
applying to SMS for a younger or additional child.  The application deadline for returning families 
who are applying for an additional and/or younger child was Friday December 13, 2013. We are 
eager to fold you into the process as soon as possible. Please email us at 
admission@stmarkschool.com if you have any questions.  New applicant (new families) applications 
are due January 15, 2014. 
   
CHRISTMAS MUSICAL PROGRAM – Please Read! 
We are so looking forward to December 19, 2013 and the SMS Christmas Musical Program!  Here is 
some helpful information for your planning: 
  
Photos  
We ask that parents and guests remain in their seats for the duration of each class performance and 
refrain from flash photography.  At the conclusion of each performance the children will remain at 
the front of the church and, at that time, parents will be invited to come forward and take pictures.  
We will have 2-3 parents designated as yearbook photographers and videographers that will be 
permitted to take picture during the class performances.  Thank you in advance for your cooperation.  
  
Arrival and Parking 
Please plan to arrive by 5:30 pm.  The parking lot will be open at 5:20 pm but not before.  There will 
be no parking on the Garfield parking lot.  The lot across the street will be available and there will be 
spots available there.  It is dark at that time of day, so please avoid any jay walking or unsafe street 
crossing!  On the main yard you will be directed as to where to park so that we can maximize the 
parking spots for all families.  Avoid arriving in multiple cars, if at all possible, as parking will be tight. 
  
Where to go  
Please take your child/children directly to their homeroom.  We will have light refreshments for the 
children.  After you drop them off proceed to the Church to reserve your seat(s).  There will be hot 
cider and cookies in the courtyard outside the church sponsored by PAC.  No food is allowed in the 
church.  The program will begin at 6:00 pm.  It will last a little over an hour.  Afterwards, please go the 
classroom(s) to pick up your child/children.  This will be a wonderful and joyous program!  We are all 
looking forward to it! 
  
Below you will find the costume plan for each grade.  Should you have questions, please contact the 
homeroom teachers.  We are really looking forward to this evening! 
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TK - Song: Feliz Navidad  
        Dance: Salsa 
        Dress:  Boys: Nice black pants with solid red, white, or black top (collared or nice t-shirt) 
        Girls: Nice black, red, or white dress. Patterns (plaid, stripes, etc) are okay as long as the majority 
of the      dress is one of the three color choices. 
  
K -  Song: Calypso Carol 
       Dance: Merengue & Soca 
       Boys: Nice black pants with solid red top (collared or nice t-shirt).  Black shoes (St. Mark sneakers 
are okay). 
       Girls: Nice black skirt with white top (nice blouse or t-shirt). Green sashes will be provided by Ms. 
Frontera.  Black or white tights with black flats. 
  
1 - Song: The Angel Gabriel 
     Dance: Liturgical 
     Boys: White Long Sleeved collared Shirt, Black Pants and Black Shoes (angel halo’s will be made) 
     Girls: White Dress or White Skirt and White Shirt, (angel halo’s will be made in class or students 
may wear  angel wings and halos of their own) 
  
2 - Song: Here We Come a-Wassailing 
     Dance: Traditional English Dance 
   Boys: White long sleeve collared shirt; khaki or black pants; vest or suspenders; newsboy caps; 
brown or   black shoes (St. Mark sneakers are okay) 
     Girls: Black dress with black or white tights; black shoes;  Bonnet (looking into purchasing or 
possibly made by a parent) 
  
3 - Song: Ding Dong Merrily on High 
    Boys: Nice black pants; Red or Forest Green dress shirts (traditional Christmas colors; may be long 
or short-   sleeved; polos, collared shirts, sweaters ok); Black dress shoes 
     Girls: Traditional Christmas “Sunday best”- Red/ Forest Green/ Black dress (skirt and nice top in 
appropriate colors ok); Black tights; Black dress shoes 
  
   
4 - Song: Fum Fum Fum / Pat-a-Pan (very traditional dress!) 
      Boys: Black “suits” (black dress pants and nice black jacket) with white collared shirts and black 
dress shoes 
      Girls: Gold or white dresses, white or black tights, and black dress shoes 
  
5 - Song: Child of the Poor / What Child is This? 
     Boys:black pants (no jeans) and a white polo 
     Girls: white dress/skirt with white leggings underneath, nice, long sleeve white shirt (they are 
going to be  angels and will be doing a liturgical dance so having a skirt that flows a little more would 
be nice. 
  
 
6 - Song: Silent Night (International w/ ASL) 
     Handbells Song: Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella 
     Boys/Girls: The class decided to represent different countries in their garments. The list is  
     as follows: 



                              America - Juliana, Suzette, Talia, Ella, Ava P. and Kayla 
                              Canada - Anthony 
                              Egypt - Lauren S., 
                              England -  Madison C. 
                              France - Luca and Madison 
                              Italy - Cecilia and Connor 
                              Japan - Anali, Kaylee, and Helena 
                              Mexico - Nico, Matthew, Chris, Ava S. and Harley 
                              Philippines - Kaitlan 
                              Poland - Emily 
                              Vietnam - Maddie P. 
               
7 - Song: Away in a Manger (w/ ASL) 
     Handbells Song: Silent Night 
     Dress:  Dressy Christmas - 
     Boys:  White button down long sleeve shirts and a Christmas tie.  Slacks in a dark color.  No jeans.  
     Girls: Dresses in mostly solid seasonal colors.  Length – just above the knee is fine but “just” above 
the knee.   No high heels and if you have questions about that bring the shoes you are considering 
and we will let you know. 
  
8 - Song: Bring a Torch, Jeanette Isabella 
     Handbells Song: Away in a Manger 
     Boys:  Long sleeve white collar shirts and dark colored slacks/pants.  No jeans 
     Girls: Floor length skirts in earth tones, black or brown with a long sleeve white shirt and an earth 
toned  scarf. 
  
  

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 20, 2013 
ARRIVAL:  9:00 am “Pajama Day!” 

Students may be dropped off beginning at 7:25 am if needed. 
Breakfast served to students by faculty between 7:30 and 8:30 only! 

Dismissal:  11:30 am 
No HOMEWORK CLUB! 

No Choir rehearsal after school on Friday! 
Students can wear comfortable SHOES including Uggs but need a change of shoes for recess. 

  
  

SERVICE HOURS DONUT MINISTRY 
If you are interested in earning service hours contact David Lang who leads the Sunday liturgy donut 
ministry each week faithfully!  David could use some assistance!  You can contact him by phone or 
email.  His contact information is in the Directory!  It’s an easy way to earn service hours and you get 
a “free” donut and coffee to boot! 
  
 
NORMAN’S UNIFORM 
Norman’s uniform will be here on Wednesday, January 15, 2014 from 2:30-6 p.m.  Make your check 
out to St. Mark School and our school will receive a percentage of  those sales. 
 


